
 

About The Importance of Transportation Infrastructure 
 

Transportation infrastructure is important… 
 To the nation:  A first rate national transportation system is necessary in order to 

maintain a first rate economy in the United States.  Failure to address transportation 

problems undermines U.S. economic growth. 

 To you:  Time spent in traffic is time stolen from your family and your business. 

Congestion slows the movement of food and merchandise. It raises prices and 

erodes the bottom line. 

 To everyone:  The safety concerns are obvious. Potholes aren’t just unsightly; they 

damage cars and cause accidents, sometimes fatal ones. Even worse is the high 

number of structurally compromised bridges in the United States—63,000, according 

to the American Road and Transportation Builders Association. 

 

There’s a history of federal leadership in transportation. 
 Back in the 1700s, America joined the ranks of nations as an upstart, unconstrained 

by the expectations and traditions of other countries. We had to be scrappy. 

 We were building a country from scratch, and in a wilderness no less.  

 Americans slowly migrated westward, with horses and wagons first, then later canals, 

railroads, and eventually the automobile. Each advance in transportation brought 

growth, opportunity, and prosperity. 

 The interstate highway system begun in the 1950s made it cheaper to move goods 

and people across America, which opened new markets and encouraged 

development. 

 

The Federal government should continue to play an important role in building 

and maintaining providing roads, bridges, and public transportation 

infrastructure. 
 Unfortunately, much of the United States’ transportation infrastructure—especially 

that which supports interstate commerce and international trade—is becoming less 

competitive with the rest of the world, and our closest competitors. 

 The greatest country in the world needs the greatest roads and bridges. And these 

are our roads and bridges. They belong to all of us, together. They’re our 

responsibility. Together. 

 If we care about the Americans who built the system, we won’t tarnish their legacy 

through neglect. And if we care about our kids, we won’t make THEM pay the bill 

tomorrow for the roads we’re using today. 

 We’ll make sure we’re leaving our great nation even better than we found it. We’ll 

build on the investments made for us. It’s the right thing to do. 

 


